
As California’s largest source of always-available clean energy generation, the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant is essential 
to keeping the lights on without compromising air quality and progress toward the state’s climate goals. 

A new study conducted by the Brattle Group for Carbon Free California found that keeping Diablo Canyon online would help 
California decarbonize more quickly (with lower cumulative emissions), more reliably and at lower total cost.

K E Y  F I N D I N G S
Extending operations at Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant would:

• Massively reduce cumulative emissions by approximately 40 million metric tons of CO2, more than an entire year’s worth 
of in-state electricity generation emissions, while also lowering other local air pollution from gas-fired plants.

• Displace gas-fired generation and carbon-emitting imports, even if California more than doubles its rate of solar power 
generation and deploys widespread carbon capture technologies after 2035.

• Reduce system costs by more than $4 billion for ratepayers by displacing more expensive gas-fired generation and fossil 
fuel imports and reducing costs of the mix of other resources to meet clean energy and reliability goals.

• Reduce the risk of blackouts in the near term and over the longer term in the event clean energy deployment rates do 
not double and future clean technologies do not materialize at scale.

• Help enable California to achieve a carbon-free power grid a decade earlier than current law, by 2035, jumpstarting 
economy-wide decarbonization and providing the state more time to accelerate its scale up of solar and wind power 
generation.

Benefits of Retaining Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant

The full report can be found online at: https://carbonfreeca.org/news-
resources, Retaining Diablo Canyon: Economic, Carbon, and Reliability 
Implications 

Extending the life of Diablo Canyon would significantly 
reduce California’s emissions and displace gas and 
fossil fuel imports.

Retaining Diablo Canyon in California’s energy mix could 
reduce costs for ratepayers by $4 Billion. 
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